
WELCOME TO HOLMES!! New Parent 
Orientation

8/28/19



A LITTLE BACKGROUND





Team Holmes - Admin & Security

● Mrs. Giron - Director of Student Services
● Mrs. Moore - Assistant Principal, Last Names A -L
● Mr. Simmons-  Assistant Principal, Last Names M-Z
● Mr. Barrow - Dean of Students
● Ms. Taylor - After School Program Specialist
● Officer Gray - School Resource Officer
● Mr. Banks - Safety & Security Assistant
● Ms. Welch - Instructional Assistant / Behavior Support



Team Holmes - Student Services

● Mrs. Giron - Director of Student Services
● Ms. Hindi - Registrar
● Mr. Carias - Counselor, Last Names A-El
● Ms. Fealey - Counselor, Last Names Em-L
● Ms. Murphy - Counselor, Last Names M-Q
● Ms. Davis - Counselor, Last Names R-Z
● Ms. Woolheater - School Psychologist
● Ms. O’Sullivan - School Social Worker
● Clinic Aide - Ms. Acuff
● Public Health Nurse - Mrs. Kamara

Your primary points of 
contact



Team Holmes - Office Staff

● Mrs. Hicks - Administrative Assistant
● Ms. Hindi - Registrar
● Ms. Navarrete - Office Assistant (Front desk)
● Ms. Stamp - Parent Liaison/Office Assistant (Front desk)
● Mr. Branch - Special Education Office Assistant (Front desk)
● Ms. Campbell - Finance Technician
● Ms. Astrow - Parent Liaison



Blue & White Days

Full Calendar 

will be on 

inside cover of 

student agenda



Bell Schedule

Also on inside 

cover of student 

agenda



SOAR Time

Throughout the year we will: 

• Learn school procedures & expectations

• Build relationships

• Practice organizational skills

• Improve our grades

• Work on Choice Menus (SSR, Homework, SIS, 

Update Agenda)



ER = Enrichment & Remediation

● ER 1-7
○ Return periods for each of the student’s 7 classes
○ Will appear in ParentVue as “Learning Seminar 1-7”



Laptops, Backpacks, & Lockers

● Lockers: Issued to everyone on 9/10
● Laptops: Issued to 7th & 8th graders this week & next 

week
● Everyone can carry backpacks through 9/10; after that, 

only 7th & 8th graders



What is Digital Citizenship?

Digital Citizenship at Holmes

Digital Citizenship can be described as the 
norms of appropriate, responsible behavior 
(and its positive and negative impact on self and 
others) with regard to technology use.

Where can I find Resources?

https://holmesms.fcps.edu/acade
mics/digital-citizenship-hms 

https://holmesms.fcps.edu/academics/digital-citizenship-hms
https://holmesms.fcps.edu/academics/digital-citizenship-hms


Holmes is an IB World School!



2019-20 Focus Areas
● Positive Culture

○ IB Learner Profile Traits: 
CARING, PRINCIPLED, 
THINKERS

○ #SoarTogether
● High Quality Instruction: 

Increased Access to Rigor



Student Rights & Responsibilities (SR&R)

● Booklets are here!

● Students will receive them 
next week in SOAR and 
have schoolwide lessons

● Please have students 
return the signature sheets 
to SOAR Teacher by 9/10

https://www.fcps.edu/srr


Holmes MS After School Program

Key Strategies:
● Academic Support and Enrichment
● Social Skills and Youth Development
● Physical and Mental Wellness
● Family and Community Engagement
● Fun
● Safe Environment

Reminders:
● After School Homework Rooms 

Begin September 16th (No Late 
Buses)

● Late Buses Start September 23rd
● Please make sure your child is 

registered for Afterschool



Holmes MS Parent Teacher Association

● President: Renate Thompson
● Vice President - Membership: Anne 

Wuhrer
● Vice President - Fundraising: 

Rheanna Bernard
● Secretary: Mike Thayer
● Treasurer: Andre McGinity



Please take our survey & Spend a Dot!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnyZrEm3kvF-InXW-zonvZ2tVrvyvXuLyBE63YAMTfZXTDLg/viewform


Attendance

Phone:  703-658-5919

Email: HolmesMiddle.Attendance@fcps.edu

Online Form:

https://holmesms.fcps.edu/about/attendance-form

https://holmesms.fcps.edu/about/attendance-form


Transportation

Any issues with the bus?  Let us 
know!

Here Comes the Bus App

District Code: 28982

https://www.fcps.edu/resources/safety-and-transportation/transportation-services/here-comes-bus-mobile-app


How can I help my student?

● Routines & Boundaries
● Space and quiet place to study and work at home
● Organization of materials: Use the system that works for them
● Access to books & Time to read
● Monitor social media use 
● Access tech tools with them: Blackboard, SIS, Google Classroom
● Communicate with them - Ask hard questions
● Communicate with us!



STAY IN TOUCH!!!
Please stay in touch with us throughout the year by:
• keeping your contact information up-to-date throughout the year
• visiting the Holmes MS website 
• signing up for News You Choose
• following us on Twitter   
• monitoring your student's progress with SIS Parent Account 
• checking class information & assignments on FCPS 24/7 (Blackboard) and/or 

Google Classroom
• Keep money on lunch account with MySchoolBucks
• join the Holmes MS PTA and attend meetings – 1st meeting is September 11th!

https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology/fcps-24-7-learning/parent-help?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.fcps.edu/HolmesMS/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAEDUFCPS/subscriber/new?qsp=VAEDUFCPS_1
https://twitter.com/HolmesMS_FCPS?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology/student-information-system-sis-fcps/sis-parent-account-overview?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://fcps.blackboard.com/
https://classroom.google.com/
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
http://www.holmesmspta.org/

